
 
 

  United States Department of the Interior 
  NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

  PO Box 168 
  Yellowstone National Park  

  Wyoming 82190 
 

            IN REPLY REFER TO: 

 
A7221/9.C.(YELL)            VIA EMAIL – NO HARD COPY TO FOLLOW  
 
July 5, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Andreia Marcuccio 
Friends of Animals 
7500 East Arapahoe Road 
Centennial, Colorado 80112 
andreia@friendsofanimals.org 
 
Dear Ms. Marcuccio: 
 
This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated and received 
May 23, 2023, in which you requested documents regarding the Identifying Structure of the 
Yellowstone Bison Population research project; bison GPS data; and records and 
communications regarding Yellowstone bison genetic information and population structure from 
January 1, 2003, to present in their native format.  This request has been assigned FOIA control 
number DOI-NPS-2023-004709. 
 
It is the policy of the National Park Service (NPS) to: (1) make records of the NPS available to 
the public to the greatest extent possible in keeping with the spirit of the FOIA; (2) make 
documents requested under the FOIA available at the earliest possible date while, at the same 
time, protecting the rights of the individuals involved and the administrative processes 
surrounding such rights; and (3) withhold documents falling within one of the FOIA exemptions 
only if disclosure is prohibited by statute or Executive Order (EO).  For your information, 
Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security records 
from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a 
standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication 
that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 
 
Your request is being processed under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 
United States Code 552); United States Department of the Interior (“Department”) implementing 



regulations found at 43 Code of Federal Regulations Part 2, Subparts A through E, beginning at 
2.1; and the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 United Stated Code 552a).  Please be advised that additional 
FOIA and/or Privacy Act guidance/regulations may also be found at either the Department’s web 
site, www.doi.gov/foia, or the United States Department of Justice web site, www.usdoj.gov. 
 
339 documents have been released in their entirety. 
 
Additional information regarding bison management is publicly available online at the IBMP 
website ibmp.info/library.php and in the free online book that can be downloaded at: 
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/bison.htm 

You may appeal this response to the Department’s FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer.  If you 
choose to appeal, the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer must receive your FOIA appeal no 
later than 90 workdays from the date of this letter.  Appeals arriving or delivered after 5:00 
p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday, will be deemed received on the next workday.   
 
Your appeal must be made in writing.  You may submit your appeal and accompanying 
materials to the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer by mail, courier service, fax, or email.  All 
communications concerning your appeal should be clearly marked with the words: "FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION APPEAL."  You must include an explanation of why you believe the 
National Park Service’s response is in error.  You must also include with your appeal copies of 
all correspondence between you and Yellowstone National Park concerning your FOIA request, 
including your original FOIA request and the Bureau's response.  Failure to include with your 
appeal all correspondence between you and the Bureau will result in the Department's rejection 
of your appeal, unless the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer determines (in the FOIA/Privacy 
Act Appeals Officer’s sole discretion) that good cause exists to accept the defective appeal. 
Please include your name and daytime telephone number (or the name and telephone number of 
an appropriate contact), email address and fax number (if available) in case the FOIA/Privacy 
Act Appeals Officer needs additional information or clarification of your appeal. 
 
DOI FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Office Contact Information 
Department of the Interior 
Office of the Solicitor 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
MS-6556 MIB 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
Attn: FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Office 
 
Telephone: (202) 208-5339 
Fax: (202) 208-6677 
Email: FOIA.Appeals@sol.doi.gov 

https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/bison.htm


  
As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) 
was created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal 
agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation.  Using OGIS services does not affect your 
right to pursue litigation.  If you are requesting access to your own records (which is considered 
a Privacy Act request), you should know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle 
requests made under the Privacy Act of 1974. You may contact OGIS in any of the following 
ways: 
 
Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
(OGIS) 8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Web: https://ogis.archives.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770 
Facsimile: 202-741-5769 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
 
Please note that using OGIS services does not affect the timing of filing an appeal with the 
Department’s FOIA and Privacy Act Appeals Officer.  

Contact information for the Department’s FOIA Public Liaison, who you may also seek dispute 
resolution services from, is available at https://www.doi.gov/foia/foiacenters. 
 
Please note that the FOIA does not require agencies to answer questions, create new documents, 
nor interpret documents to answer questions.  All fees have been waived for this request.  This 
letter completes Yellowstone National Park’s response to you for this request.  If you have 
questions concerning this FOIA response, please contact me at (307) 344-2002.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kerrie Evans 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
 
Enclosures 
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